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Normally, a paradigm change refers to
a radical change in perspective in a par-
ticular scientific field. One big paradigm 
change, for example, was the abandon-
ment of the view of the Earth as a flat  
disc, instigated by Aristotle.

Paradigm changes occur as follows: to
start with, there is always the visionary
draft of an idea, followed by an imple-
mentation phase, during which the new
has to assert itself as the “old” gradually
becomes less common. In this manner
the “old”, with its limited possibilities,
moves to the edge of the spectrum.

The energy sector is currently roughly at
this point with regard to the implementation
of smart metering. This change is being
governed by legal requirements. Admittedly, 
some care is required, because technical 
paradigm changes do not simply fall from 
the sky, but require time. Inordinate action 
has no place in discussions surrounding 
the roll-out of smart meters throughout 
Europe and with it the replacement of 
approx. 250 million electricity meters and 
about 100 million gas meters. What needs 
time more than anything else are the new 
technologies that will be used in the future 
in massive numbers, where we are work-
ing daily towards their standardization.

Questions that are often put to our sales
colleagues these days are: do you have
gas meters, which communicate via
M-Bus? Cable-based and wireless? The
answer is given roughly as follows and
to some extent it illustrates the dilemma:
yes, our units can communicate via
M-Bus. Cable-based and wireless! Which
variant did you have in mind? At the
moment, a wide range of M-Bus standard
variants are in use, with the trend on the
increase.

Add to this the fact that hardly any piece
of technology these days is more shortli-
ved than wireless systems. Consequently,
smart meters need to be as flexible as
possible as regards their communication
technology. We are all well aware that
flexibility does not come cheap. The alter-
native: a cheap ticket to a dead-end.

In this issue of Elster Profiles, you will find
solutions that take these trends into con-
sideration and will allow you to make
future-proof investments. New technolo-
gies and new functionalities, combined
with the million times tried and tested
volumetric measuring principle of the
diaphragm meter.

It already involves a degree of entrepre-
neurial bravery to develop products under
the current general conditions. If we look
just at 2009 and 2010, Elster GmbH is
bringing more products onto the market
(relating to diaphragm meters) than in the
last ten years put together. Undoubtedly
these are investments in the future, but
they are also a bit of a gamble.

We hope that this issue will encourage
you to invest as well and sharpen your
eye for what is essential. We would like
to give you an overview of our various
activities – not just in terms of products
– so that smart metering and ultimately
the vision of smart grids may become a
reality.

One more thing: paradigms may change,
but one thing remains certain: gas mole-
cules prefer to be measured by Elster gas
meters.
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